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Lexmoto ZSX-F 125

Lexmoto expands the Z5X family with a half fairing and USD forks.

By % ong associated with
: bargain basement
120s, Lexmodo

has also done

well recently with
its slightly more
upmarker £5X, with a new engine
and sharper stvling. Now the 25X
becomes a family, with two new
variations on the same theme - the
ZEX-R anad ZSX-F = at 5100 more than
the basic bike.

[EQUIPMENT

So what do you get for your exira
hunedred aquaied? Quite & bit, as i
happens. The R is the naked option,
with a flysereen and upside-tlown
forks, while the F tested here has a
half-firing and conventional forks.
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Both have a monoshock with rear
ilisc brake, plus a stainless steel
silencer ( the first on a Chinese 1257
Thi= basie ZSX is still avallable in
twin-shock, rear dnuom brake fomm,

STYLING

The £5X's styling macde it stand out
from the legions of mildly updated
(G125 that used to emanate from the
For East (some still do) and the mew
bikes build on that. A belly pan and
tank extensions, ples that al-fairing,
all muke the bike ook bigger than i
really is, and the ped rimes shout ook
at mee”. I you wani flash, step this way.

The original Z5X was a sporty liftle
job, and the F is just the same, with a

slightly lean-forward riding pesition
that perches you on & hard seal and
gives a good view of the big analogue
rew conmnier and diglial speedo. The
latter, mcicdentally, reads in mph, so
o need Lo souent at the tiny imperial
figures on a kph speedo - hooray!

Thwe Fs sohe motor is derived
from that of the Yamaha YBR, and
dlesplte nod having a balance shaft,
i's pretiy smooth at low revs, with
few vibes when you're rying hand,
And it will rew, bailding up to 10,000-
11, 0080rpm oo the instrament (which
is probably talking things up a bit),
accampanied by a fruity note from
that stainkess exhast, Just 1o add 1o
the entertainment, red lights light up
aroumnd the dial as the needle creeps
up tos the vedd zoawe,

ABOVE: Nice motor lurks behind a lot of
seulpted plastic

ABOVE MIDDLE: Headbight combines old-
schoal bull with LED running lights

ABOYE RIGHT: lgnare the conservative red
lirve, the 25X will wind up to ower 10,000rpm

RIGHT: Topbax-ready rear rack is part of
the package

eolour scheme

Sone of this happens very fast, but
the Z5X will wind up to an indicated
T0-T2mph on the flat, Thmph
tlownhill, which makes it one of the
faster 1255, without the aircooled
single feeling harsh or sirained. At
the other end of the scale, if's Bexible
and quiet in town, and shouldn't pat
off leamers. This user-friendly nature
ks backed up by a lght cluteh and
slick gears, though the Hip-up sicde
stand is annoying.

Befining lis sporty looks, the F
handles well on its 1Tin wheels, The
single rear shock is adjustable for
pre-load, ihough ihe adjuster looks
Niko s rnghd peikiny o @il Lo, Adyway,
both the shock and non-adjustable
front forks feel well damped and up
to the performance, The single discs
at each end certainly are, and very
strong fora 125,

Like ather 1255, the 25X isn't
designed bo do distamce (the hard
seat would put you off after an hour-
orso) but it does have a g 18-liire
tank, which should give a full week’s
commiting without filling up.
Wordsimages: Pete Henshaw

Flashy 125 with a sporty feel and good
performance - cheaper 12535 will do
the commuting job just as well, but
the 25X has extra appeal,
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