Lexmoto Michigan 125 (2019) - Review
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By Peter Henshaw

@Been riding over 30 years,
and it hardly shows. Rides all
year round and does not
OWnN a Car.

Posted 03/07/2019 11:41 UK

Latest Reviews

BMW ~

Brammo «

Eriston » Do you like Harley Sportsters? If so, you're not alone because H-D's 'baby' V-twin is a bit of an icon

Brough Superior ~ and has been around for over 60 years. But it's not cheap — current prices start at £8,145. If your

Buell ~ budget doesn't stretch that far, then help is at hand. The Lexmoto Michigan apes the Sportster's

Bullit - styling as closely as it can this side of a corporate lawsuit, and it has one huge advantage over the

Cagiva original.

CFMoto -

Ducati «

B Lexmoto Michigan Price

Zergi(a - The Michigan comes in at £1,649.99, so you almost buy five of them for the cost of the most basic
lera =«

883cc H-D. This is a cheap bike, and Lexmoto's philosophy has always been to keep prices as low as
they'll go — you'll need to pay for the VED and registration fee, otherwise that's the on-the-road

Harley Davidson «

Herald « price.

Hesketh

Honda

Honley « Power and torque

Husgvarna -
There's a catch, which you've probably already noticed. The Michigan is a 125, sharing its power

:EZT? i train with some more prosaic commuter bikes in the Lexmoto line up. But that's not necessarily a
_ bad thing, and with 10.5bhp on tap, power is about average for a budget 125. The good news is

Kawasaki ~ that the Michigan is very easy to ride in town, tractable at low speeds, quiet (the styling job
Rkt doesn't extend to Harley's potato-potato exhaust note) and smooth. If anything slows progress, it's
KIM ~ that the wide and high bars inhibit filtering when the going gets tight — the Michigan is over
Kymco ~ 100mm wider than some Lexmoto 125s. Use the revs and it's also quick enough to get safely away
Lexmoto from red lights, winding up to an indicated 65-70mph, holding 60-65mph on the flat — true speeds

Lasinsie Adcaitt 195 will be lower, but the Michigan is quick enough not to be bothered by trucks, while the balance

First Ride! shaft motor keeps vibration in the background.
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LML ~

Mash -
Moto Guzzi -
Moto Morini «

T MG RS Engine, gearbox and exhaust

i At this price, you don't get a high tech four-valve liquid-cooled 125cc motor. But the Michigan's
Norton ~ two-valve air-cooled single does the job, with the added sophistication of a balance shaft, plus fuel
PRugRot v injection, which all new 125s have now. Likewise, the gearbox has five speeds rather than six, but
Piaggio ~ that's something we can live with. What the Michigan doesn't have is the stainless-steel exhaust of
Quadro - its ZSFX stablemate, which costs only £50 more.
Rewvi =
Rieju =
Royal Enfield ~ Lexmoto Michigan Economy
Scomadi -
- Lexmoto claims an official economy figure of 143mpg, but no one's likely to achieve that in the

_ real world, unless their commute consists entirely of a steady 25mph in top gear. But geared 125s
RS are famously fuel-efficient, and the Michigan should prove no exception — we'd expect 90-100mpg.
SWM ~

At 13.5 litres the tank isn't huge, but plenty big enough for commuting. And the Michigan will be

Triumph - cheap to service — a set of brake pads costs just £8.80.
UM Motorcycles -

Vespa «

Victory « Handling, suspension, chassis and weight

Yamaha

Tero - There's a reason why the custom style is popular with 125 riders — a low seat is part of the deal,

and the Michigan's is just 785mm off the ground, which can boost confidence (and not just for

Product Reviews those with short legs). Soft front forks and old-school twin shocks don't bode well for good
handling, but the Michigan is pretty secure. The wide 15-inch rear and narrow 18-inch front
Cordial grip well, while the wide bars make tipping into a corner very easy. And being a 125, the
Michigan is a lightweight at 143kg, so easy to steer, manoeuvre through traffic or push into the
garage.

Lexmoto Michigan Brakes

All A1 class bikes and scooters (125s, in other words) must offer either linked or ABS brakes to
meet Euro 4 regulations. To keep costs down, all the Lexmotos go the linked route, and on the
Michigan, they work well — using the pedal brings in front and rear together, well balanced, while
the bar lever operates the front brake only. My only criticism of linked brakes is that you can't use
the rear brake only, which is better for balance at very low speeds.

Comfort over distance and touring

Better than you might think. The riding position is 'in the wind' but you're never really riding fast
enough for this to be a problem, and the low seat is pretty comfy, at least for the rider. As for
luggage, a pair of slim panniers are optional, and Lexmoto's Business Manager actually rode the
test bike to London and back, living to tell the tale. He's quite a big lad as well.

Rider aids and extra equipment / accessories

Not much. Instrumentation is limited to a speedo, fuel gauge and trip meter — anything more
would spoil the Sportster illusion. Those panniers cost extra, but only £79.08, and they're essential
unless you rely on a rucksack.

Verdict

You'll either love the Michigan for its style, or dismiss it as a brazen fake. I'm inclined to admire its
bare-faced cheek, and the fact that so many little details from the Sportster have been included.
Plus with the panniers it would make a decent commuter. Route A66, here we come...

Three things | loved about the Lexmoto Michigan...

« Sportster styling details are just right
« Practical day to day commuter
e Cheap

Three things that | didn't...

« Wide bars inhibit filtering
e Usual 125¢cc performance
« Trying to be something it's not?

2019 Lexmoto Michigan 125 Spec

New price £1,649.99

Capacity 124cc

Bore x Stroke 52.4 x 57.8mm

Engine layout Single

Engine details Four-stroke, air-cooled
Power 10.5bhp (7.8kW) @ 8500rpm
Torque 6.8lb-ft (9.2Nm) @ 6000rpm
Top speed 70mph (indicated)
Transmission 5-speed, chain final drive
Average fuel 143mpg claimed

consumption

Tank size 13.5 litres

Max range to empty | miles
(theoretical)

Reserve capacity None

Rider aids None as tested

Frame Tubular steel

Front suspension Telescopic forks

Front suspension None

adjustment

Rear suspension Twin shocks

Rear suspension Pre-load

adjustment

Front brake 267mm disc, 3-pot unbranded
caliper, linked

Rear brake 245mm disc, 2-pot unbranded
caliper, linked

Front tyre 2.15-18 Cordial

Rear tyre 3.50-15 Cordial

Rake/Trail 32°/122mm

Dimensions 2090mm x 890mm x 1185mm
(LxWxH)

Wheelbase 1475mm

Ground clearance 230mm

Seat height 735mm

Kerb weight 143kg

Warranty Two years

Website www.lexmoto.co.uk




