target Poldark; the best way to experience south west
England ison a 125¢c scoofer,
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here's o pattern to 1 25ce road
tests, whether they're for TEG, or
any bike magazine, Get some
decent pletures, Fde through the
mearesl Lown, mdd some ont-il-
town miles on a dual carriageway,
i you're done; & morning'’s work, Ltops.

That's all very well, and the magnane business being
what it ix, it usually all the tme we can spare, Bt whod
if yennn wranit tovscrateh below the surface pnd fimad ot
what a seooter’s like over a longer distanee? This is
weorth doing becawse. (1) you get a better idea of its
abilities and, (27 a8 Pve sadd before, you really can do
distance ona 1205 if you can keep off motorways and
e 't Lo dnbitioiss mhand loads. Evwean MeGregor and
Cliarley Biooammzn did & kot for ovr pubilie profils, b
coflrary Lo Lhe limpresshon ey gave, you doa'l need
MA@ Eravedling.

(OVER THE WATER

AL ool this wiis o oo enoigh excuse W ke Lexmolo's
new [iabila [or o two-dny tour of Devon and Comwall
N eanctly Long Way Do, b far enough 0 give 4
good ides what its capable of. [ wouldn't be tuking
camping gear or godng two-ug, but 300 miles over all
sons uf roads should revesl whether this = a genuinely
usable scoater ar one whdeh gets a Gt of the frighits sl
it thoaghit of a dmplvplos L,

v THalkds r'l:-|'=\."|.rl:|.' b ambitbons 1o be a [ hacath
Panigale, or af lenst o book like one, 1S an odid mix of
shaurp styling, cecent brakes, 1350 wiels, dand a baog
standard wir-cooded Pyvosvalve mobar, mlbet goe claiming
B.Gbhp rather than the Tolip some Chiness scooters e
stuck with, IS still o long way Orom the almost 16blp of
a Honda Forza 125, bud then the Lexmoto is one-thivd of
the price.

Cross-channel giant It ain't - the Fowey ferry (sorry, land bridge)

Leaving Lexmoto’s base outside Exeter, | headed
diovwn the ASS for Plymouth to raake up tme after a late
stat — ashame that a strong westerly waas blowing in
thie apposite direction, seeing ws Mt oot ot an ndleated
Bhmph s touehbng Smipds downlsbl]. This motor wis
sinodthy, b far from the fpsonorting lre breatler
saagpi=stist] by the Diababio's styvling

Thie romgh plion was o eross south Dievon and
Cormwall by ferry. Britain's two southawestemmesst
counties are pierced by several big estunnes - some
brridkged, bt others have ferries, jost ke the old dagys.
And there's something faintly archaic abowt quooing for
L0 miimutes, watching the ey mesndering towands you
n b= own time.

The Torpodnt Feery ooy this edge af Plymouth En't gulte
like that. I's easy bo fod (ust follow the sfpns); it has a
il -l anias I|.|=|.rh|1..1||.1|lH s Dk b cross-clapel =1y )
b evrpe il the mush hour. 1 leoks very well orgaaksed,
Isiit 1 sbill imesesaed b s, Bloeking a e kil i walching
thie lerry coming im; spart from the odd dirty Loalk, 1
think I god swndy with it

Another idiosynerasy of the Tompoint Terry s thad
bikes only pay syestbomind, and cars easthound, which
sounded weln] until the lady laking the money
enlightened me "We cuin get 160 bikes come through in
the morning, and we can't cope il bikes and cars are
Erying tos pay at the samme dme”. Inoany case, af Spa
time for bikoes, i's still chasag

From the fermy it's steadght onto the AV, a twisty and
templing pdece of larmac, ;H||:-l|I.||I:' with |Hlur|-r.'-|J||.-|:|;:'jr|!.:
by thir mumber ol yellow waming slgns. Wis total 2% of
trafTie on this road, Bt el the deatbs. A ol of simgle
bike crashios ane down o dder error, but the AST4s
well-wom tammas dossn't help...

Anciher Pwisiy A-voad takes us bo pleture postearnd
Looe harbour, over the water, then stesply out the ather

shide, b oo mest fereys Onee we've regdpisd soome
Tshghit, thee miagail b5 Fest mned BN beforre divapjaking
doen m ;|1r:-1'i|'|i||::||:|x HJI:ITH" frw Ehes !-"riwrg- =iy,

Al Tirst glaswee, this books ke s ddy e spaotowath
g, cabm water fianked by wooded hills; so the
inchestrial scale chinag cloy port, complete with ocean-
going ship is a cultore shock. The ferry waorks on the
sumie principle a8 Torpoint, on s smaller seale, Cluiin
ferries are more correctly describwed a5 Tand bridges’,
Decunse they're alwiys connecled o lamd (a plecs of
tisch trbvia warthy of Steplien Fry and the shes afl Q.

OVER THE BORDER

Tihi f"ni'pl-ll.' firry oo 10b thimves mmore Hhian 'fl"|||r|'|u1||||I Tt
1t sl worth 523 then we skirt aroand st Austell Cwhere
imwen in Vectms domn T stem L ERe fhlerng seoobers ) and
anto the tractor-infested roads towarnds Troara, Tho
[riaalor ey Dack aldimate speed. Dul i hes dselol
overtaking abidlity [rom low speeds, whipping past gani
Turming muchines on short straighis.

Al Trelissick, oor final ferry of the day is the King
Harry, before cateldng the Gesi AXE0 and S04 to Helston,
over hlgh ground with sea glimpsies. The ellimade is mild
hiere, soomuch a0 that somee gardens have palin trees and
Eiarl Larey bed 1% grown ru'r"hj,', |"||Ii.'1l::l|1|rrl'_|.' Lrae = %ol fan
buy Cornish-grown Lea in Wallrose,

Lonving south Cornwnll, & twisty B-rood (akes us Lo
Hat e om thee north coast — nod Gie awiay beciuse
Cormwalls thinmer than asbive gero supermaodel this Dar
west Out of Hayle, the brilliant BEEO1 oot
road winds ils way through sand dunes and then
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oo the clifTiops
with superb sea
views and
enferaining tarma
as teing on the cake;
for a real cliffop
experience, visit Hell's
Maoanth Calie. This 18 oo of

Cormwall’s most spectacular coast roads — if you'ne
eyl o Choal wey, do it

W spent the noght in 5t Agoes, home to old tnomime
starks and some sorf shop graffit, and nest momimg
passed through Newquay, Britain’s surfing capital, The
surf's up with white breakers crashing onto Fistral
Feach (in fact, it's erashing so vigorously that there psm't
a sandy-haired surfer dude o be seen),

Chtos Padstow on another eomstal B-roasl which drops
down (o beaches and olimbs s way oul agalin, the road
swyilehibng from wo-kane blackiop (o virtually single
ek with no whilte line, and hack sgakn

Thiz isn't a problem for the Diakla, bat bigger vehicles
ean case mayheny at one podnt Pmfltering post g long
tnilback, to find 0 massive tractor and traidber in front; i
can't miove becanse the Mere drver comingt the other
WAy can't seem to reverse. I'm soon past and free - for
all 1 kneww thasy"re still there.

Two minutes ter, we're flying along the romantically-
nuined Albanile Higlovwy (e AR s fast and open
with enoigh twisls Lo e entertabning on a 125 most ol
Lhies e, A8 Foeles, wes besve i o] il Dassa fialagil

(ur man ihﬂﬂ e & sal nanl,
bt doss like Carmish Saffron Cake

weross whad Bonow Devon, The roads swoap g amd
dever, sapesh Black- iapeid rusller eousters with Hitke
tranffie (v good reminder that not all of England 1s
crowded and congested ), Divon s our seeond bigges
county, soil has some space.

The party's almaost over at Tiverton; from hore wo'm
biaek o busy roods and roundabouts before hesding
tovwards Exetor 1t's been o good twio doys, wod this
Diablo has proved swprisingly comiy over distiance,
Cormie oen Charbey, ake vour next Blg trip anoa 125
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w-powered 125 it has by good brakes {discs at bath ends),

nax trouhl
-|r|:|‘|'n|'_I DUl o
mosily eut of bo

match the ko 1l enodagh

S5-Bhmph an the flat

headwingd, It's gol mone pow

ather Lexmoto soootérd, but less than
thekr geared 1 ewen the
commigter-friendly Z5F The Diablo
has the sart of performance you'd

Ingg wp with town
road overtaking is
1S obwioushy |

stahble and unfared by undulations,
with no signs of scraping or
wallowing (at least ridden sola)
The single rear shock |5 pre-load
adjustable, so it should stand up o
heawler riders. That's backed-up

with a twin-pot caliper on the
front (the calipers are red, which

On the other hand, the Diablo

acceleration, but It struggles to better  handles well on its 13in wheels

enough underseat room for a full-face
lidd, ane the Leat was tiptos high for
me (50 Bin). But it was comfy enough
for 300 midles, and It managed

not 3 economical as a geared 125

but absout what you'd expect
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